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Photographic monograph by Cristian Ordóñez. The 
pictures of this book were taken between years 2009 
and 2017. Eight years in which the artist investigates 
the connection to place in a close relationship and 
immersion to the land. People, places and traces dis-
covered in various locations of Chile (where the artist is 
originally from), Canada (his new home) and the United 
States. Cristian explores his surroundings and bound-
aries to find details that provide memories to a place 
that still feels new to him. He often put myself in sit-
uations where he wanders alone through unknown 
places, without any specific plan in mind - exploring, 
improvising and letting himself drift and flow to  
record elements that drive his attention, discovering 
cultures and local information that manifests along 
the way as evidence, providing a representation of 
the area and somehow activating memories of other  
places he has lived in. These memories get activated 
through smells, encounters of human traces and other 
natural details. Sometimes not knowing when to stop, 
he uses this process to understand that everything is 
connected. Still, he continues the search and investi-
gation with uncertainty. All photographs in this book 
were taken with using small, medium and large film 
photographic formats.
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Extract from book, written by Laura Stein

“When I look at Cristian’s photographs, I’m drawn 
in by the loveliness of quiet and colour. I slow down 
to take in the delicate and brittle tones, the reverent 
stillness of the images. The terrain is both familiar 
and unfamiliar and I want to continue looking, de-
spite the feeling that as I get deeper in, there will  
be heartache.

In these images, I feel Cristian’s presence keenly,  
as if he is standing next to me, his love for these 
people and places, his respect, but also a knowing 
sadness, hanging in the air. He is letting us travel 
and contemplate with him, showing us a deeply  
felt and fully considered world, and we are lucky  
to do it.

We roam together over misty roads, curving beach-
es, icy fields where the weather is always cool — 
mid-winter, early fall, late afternoon. The locations 
and landscapes are beautiful, but hard. And despite 
the inhospitable land, things grow and people live. 
There is resilience and resistance. Defiance. I’m-
still-here. Cristian shows us a world that endures.

An abandoned gas pump. A makeshift office. A 
bedroom set, exposed to the elements, recedes into 
the tall grasses but for the pink chair, the jolt of 
colour reminding us of the peculiarity of human 
choice. We come upon these archeological sites and 
wonder, Did the people give up or simply move on? 
They endured for a time. The evidence remains.”

Laura Stein, 2017 (p. 9)







AUTHOR BIO 
 
Cristian Ordóñez, born in Santiago 1976, based 
in Toronto, ON, Canada. Cristian grew up 
living in Santiago, Chile; Christchurch, New 
Zealand; and Miami, US. Ordóñez’s work with 
photography and art direction on personal, 
editorial and art related projects.

Cristian’s work has been shown in exhibitions 
in Canada, Chile, Belgium, Netherlands, United 
Kingdom and Argentina. His work has been 
published in North and South America, Europe 
and Asia. He currently works independently and 
teaches at OCAD University.

+1 647 928 9787
studio@cristianordonez.com 
@c_ordonez 
cristianordonez.com 

Toronto, ON Canada
M6S 1E8

CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Photographs by Cristian Ordóñez  
(cristianordonez.com) 
Illustration by Cristian Ordóñez
Text by Laura Stein
Graphic Design by Sebastián Rodríguez   
(sebastianrodriguez.ch)
Edition by Jorge Losse and Cristian Ordóñez 
Published by Ediciones Daga (edicionesdaga.com)



+1 647 928 9787 
cristianordonez.com 
Toronto, ON Canada


